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	B. Curriculum Strengths and Challenges 
Summarize the curriculum strengths and challenges identified by the team. 


	Curriculum Strengths
· the EMX curriculum provides students with enhanced skills and knowledge in a range of topic areas that are relevant to the field of study – urban ecosystems, GIS and remote sensing, habitat assessment, ecosystem health, sustainable development/resource economics, and first nations 
· the Credit for Product course, a double credit course, provides students with excellent networking opportunities that sometimes  lead to employment after graduation; this course also builds excellent team and project management skills
· successful partnership established that provides students with an opportunity to participate in and present published work (posters) an international conference in Washington D.C.,  
· faculty have developed leading-edge evaluation and assessment methods that provide students with unique and challenging learning opportunities, both individually and as project teams 
· class-free day for students in EMX and EMT programs is on the same day of the week, allowing opportunities for students in both years to connect and participate in joint opportunities

Curriculum Challenges

· curriculum is delivered by a mix of full-time and part-time faculty, some of whom also teach in other program areas – this makes it difficult at times to have continuity within a subject are (e.g. GIS courses)
· some curriculum is associated with and delivered by faculty from other Schools (e.g. IDS courses) – this makes it difficult for the program team to meet collectively and review curriculum in the program  

· the nature of EM as a discipline requires that the program curriculum achieves an appropriate balance between the breadth and depth of skills/knowledge offered to learners
· academic planning cycles and student registration deadlines make it difficult to predict student numbers accurately for the EMX program
· 


	C. Action Plan

Identify priority actions for the next year and the rationale for their inclusion. For each, indicate the project lead, and the proposed timelines for completion. 
 

	Action #1. Review and expand pathways for program graduates, particularly in the area of university articulations: completion August 2009 
· Review and renew articulation agreement with University of Guelph; develop articulation agreements with Royal Roads (BC) and Acadia University (NS)
Project Lead: B. Elliot (Academic Lead), M. Fraser
Action #2. Reintroduce student-run conference: April 2008
· Recommendations from the Advisory Committee meeting (fall 2007) included the reintroduction of a one-day conference organized and run by the EMX students; students in the Ecosystem Health course successfully delivered this conference in April 2008; the conference will run a second time in April 2009 
· Project Lead: Ecosystem Health teaching faculty, support from M. Fraser and program team          

Action #3. Maintain existing international opportunity for students: ongoing
· Washington conference is an excellent avenue for student learning and the opportunity to network with people from around the world; this experience is a lead-up to the organization of the student-run conference later in the year
· Project Lead: Ecosystem Health teaching faculty, support from M. Fraser


	D. Deferred Actions

Record any issues that will need to be monitored, researched, or deferred for future action.



	· International Opportunities – need to explore options in this area (please refer to Strategic Planning document attached)
· Workload and Curriculum Planning – recommend that EMX program be built on the basis of 2 sections on a consistent basis; faculty workloads can be adjusted accordingly as enrolment figures become more accurate
· Program Support – recent budget constraints have led to the loss of the 24-hour part-time program technologist – need to explore implications of this on Credit for Product course management and overall technical support to students



Attach an updated Program Curriculum Map
Completed Curriculum Renewal Report and other updates as required (i.e. Program Curriculum Map, Revised Program VLOs) is sent to the Dean and Academic Lead with a copy to Cristina McCullough in CLT at crmccull@flemingc.on.ca

























































