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1.0 Scope 
 

This SOP applies to all work classified as Type 1 asbestos operations, including minor 

disturbance of non-friable asbestos-containing materials (ACM) where fibre release risk 

is low when controls are followed. 

2.0 Purpose and Introduction 
 

This procedure defines safe work requirements for Type 1 asbestos operations 

involving the disturbance of asbestos-containing drywall or joint-filling compounds in 

accordance with Ontario Regulation 278/05. 

3.0 Emergency Information 
 

3.1 Emergency Contacts  

Supervisor/Manager: First point of contact  

Health & Safety Department: 705-749-5530 ext. 1252  

Emergency On-Call FSS Manager: ext. 1234  

Campus Security: 4444 (internal) / 911 (external emergency) 
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3.2 Emergency Procedures 

In the event of suspected asbestos fibre release, uncontrolled dust, or incident: 

• Stop work immediately  

• Isolate the area and restrict access  

• Do not attempt dry cleanup of visible dust  

• Notify supervisor and Health & Safety  

• Contact Security if emergency response is required 

Detailed information regarding emergency procedures for Fleming College are located 

on the security website: https://department.flemingcollege.ca/security/emergency-

procedures/emergency-procedures-3/  

 

 

 

 

https://department.flemingcollege.ca/security/emergency-procedures/emergency-procedures-3/
https://department.flemingcollege.ca/security/emergency-procedures/emergency-procedures-3/
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3.3 Safety Equipment  

• First aid kits: see first aid response above  

• Fire extinguishers: throughout campus work areas  

• Emergency phones: located in classrooms and corridors  

• Asbestos work supplies: stored in hazardous materials room (loading dock area)  

• PPE supplies: available through Health & Safety operations stock 

3.4 Safety Data Sheets  

The Fleming College Online SDS Database can be found here. 

Fiberlock Penewet 6450  

3.5 Gas Shutoffs  

Not applicable unless specified by site conditions. Locations must be identified prior to 

work where applicable. 

3.6 Electrical Panels/Circuit Breakers  

• Identify electrical panels prior to commencing work  

• Do not disturb or obstruct access during work activities  

• Maintain safe clearance during drilling/cutting activities 

3.7 Report an Incident/Accident or Near Miss  

If you require First Aid or an ambulance while you are at the Frost and Sutherland 

campuses call: 

1. Immediately call 911 (if you do not require an ambulance please skip to #2) 

2. Dial 4444 from any campus phone and request First Aid assistance or Use the 

Fleming Safe App on your phone 

3. Security will send a First Aid Responder to your location immediately 

Campus Security will help direct emergency crews to your location saving valuable 

response time. 

Visit https://department.flemingcollege.ca/safety/report-an-incident/ to complete the 

appropriate reporting form.  

4.0 Definitions/Acronyms 
 

https://chemmanagement.ehs.com/9/1AF63D61-19CC-47DD-9200-978CCC02F75C/ebinder
https://chemmanagement.ehs.com/9/ebinder/155724409
https://department.flemingcollege.ca/safety/report-an-incident/
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ACM – Asbestos-Containing Material 

Type 1 Operation – Low-risk asbestos work involving non-friable ACM where fibre 

release is controlled through wetting and hand tools only 

Non-friable ACM – Material where asbestos fibres are bound in cement, vinyl, joint 

compound, or similar matrix 

Amended Water – Water with wetting agent used to suppress dust and fibre release 

HEPA – High Efficiency Particulate Aerosol filter 

 

5.0 Roles and Responsibilities  
Workers 

• Complete approved Type 1 Asbestos Operations and Type 2 Operations 

Awareness for Workers and PPE Awareness training  

• Verify ACM presence via asbestos assessment survey or hazardous materials 

inventory  

• Follow all wetting, containment, and waste procedures  

• Stop work if conditions change or ACM status is uncertain  

Supervisors 

• Confirm work qualifies as Type 1 operation  

• Ensure trained workers and required materials are in place  

• Verify and record containment, cleanup, and waste handling completion  

• Escalate to Health & Safety when required  

Health & Safety Department 

• Maintain asbestos control program, SOPs and training requirements  

• Provide guidance on classification and controls  

• Support incident response and compliance verification 

6.0 Operational Procedures 
 

6.1 Required Training  

• Completion of Type 1 Asbestos Operations and Type 2 Operations Awareness 
for Workers 

• PPE Awareness Training 

• Site-specific hazardous materials inventory (ACM registry) system review. 
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• Pinchin Asbestos Awareness Refresher and Type 1 Work Operations Training 
Course 
 

6.2 Pre-Operational Safety Checks 

Before starting work: 

• Confirm ACM presence via asbestos assessment survey or hazardous materials 
inventory  

• Confirm Type 1 operations classification applies  

• Isolate and restrict work area  

• Confirm availability of:  

o Amended water (spray bottle)  

o Disposable wipes/cloths  

o 6-mil asbestos waste bags and labels  

o Drop sheets (polyethylene)  

o Required PPE  

• Identify nearby hazards (electrical, exits, access routes) 

• Set up work area to control contamination:  

• Install drop sheet beneath work area  

• Remove or cover nearby items/materials  

6.3 Procedure 

Work Area Setup 

Isolate the work area and restrict access to authorized personnel only  

Place polyethylene drop sheets below and around the work area to capture debris  

Cover or remove nearby surfaces and equipment that may become contaminated  

Ensure all required tools, PPE, and waste bags are staged within the work area  

Confirm amended water is ready for use prior to disturbance 

Control entry points and maintain separation from occupied areas 

Donning PPE 

Inspect PPE prior to use to ensure it is free from defects  

Put on disposable coveralls or protective clothing as required  

Don gloves and ensure proper fit  

Ensure PPE is properly fitted before entering the work area  

PPE must be donned prior to disturbing any ACM 

Wetting Requirements 
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Thoroughly wet ACM before disturbance 

Maintain wet conditions throughout work 

Dry cutting, drilling, or scraping is prohibited 

Cutting / Piercing / Disturbance 

Use non-powered hand tools only 

Mark work area prior to disturbance 

Minimize breakage and fibre release 

Maintain wetting during all activities 

Waste Handling 

Immediately place waste into double 6-mil asbestos labelled bags 

Use goose-neck fold and tape sealing method 

Cleaning 

Wet wipe all surfaces and adjacent areas 

Use disposable cleaning materials only 

Clean wall cavity to extent practicable 

Decontamination 

Damp wipe reusable PPE before removal (if applicable)  

Remove PPE within the controlled work area if applicable, using safe doffing practices 

Avoid shaking or dispersing dust during removal  

Dispose of disposable PPE in asbestos waste bags  

Wash hands and face immediately after PPE removal  

Do not leave the work area wearing contaminated PPE 

Work Completion 

Supervisor or designate verifies cleanup completion 

Waste transferred to designated asbestos storage area and notification as per posted 
disposal requirements 

Area released once secondary visual clean confirmation 

6.4 Location, Storage, and Maintenance  

Asbestos work supplies stored in hazardous materials room (loading dock areas) 
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Waste stored in designated asbestos waste containment area (in hazardous materials 
room) 

Materials restocked through Health & Safety operations 

Waste disposal coordinated through Health & Safety operations, waste taken to 
designated asbestos storage area and notification as per posted disposal requirements 

 

7.0 Identified Hazards and Risks 
 

Symbol/Image Hazard/Risk 

 
 

 
 
 

Asbestos fibre inhalation exposure 

 

8.0 Required PPE and Precautionary Measures 
 

8.1 Hygiene  

• Do not eat, drink or chew gum in the work area  

• Wash hands and face immediately after completing work and before leaving the 

area  

• Avoid touching face, hair, or personal items during work  

• Remove PPE only within the controlled work area to prevent contamination 

spread  

• Decontaminate hands and exposed skin after PPE removal 

8.2 Housekeeping  

• Maintain a clean and controlled work area at all times 

• Prevent accumulation of dust or debris 

• Use wet wiping only (no dry sweeping or compressed air) 

• All waste and disposable materials must be removed promptly and placed in 
approved asbestos waste containers 
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• Keep adjacent areas free from contamination through proper containment and 
access control 

• Dispose of drop sheets and disposable materials immediately after use 

8.3 Personal Protective Equipment and Dress 

PPE Instructions 

Disposable 
coveralls (or 
equivalent 
protective 
clothing) 

Wear to prevent contamination of personal clothing; dispose of as 
asbestos waste after use 

Nitrile or 
suitable 
disposable 
gloves 

Required during all handling of ACM and contaminated materials 

Safety glasses 
(if required by 
risk 
assessment) 

Protect eyes from debris during cutting and removal of materials 

Disposable boot 
covers (if 
applicable) 

Prevent tracking contamination outside work area 

 

• PPE must be removed inside the controlled work area 

• Contaminated PPE must be treated as asbestos waste 

• PPE must be wet-wiped or disposed of prior to exiting work zone 

• Street clothing must not be exposed to ACM contamination 

8.4 Other 

• Ensure asbestos work supplies are available before starting work 

• Ensure amended water spray bottle is functional and accessible 

• Ensure asbestos-labelled waste bags (6-mil, double bag system) are available 

• Ensure work area is properly isolated 

• Stop work immediately if conditions change or unexpected ACM is encountered 

• Maintain strict control of access to authorized trained personnel only 
 

9.0 Environmental Considerations 
 

• All asbestos-containing waste must be contained in sealed, labelled double 6-mil 
polyethylene bags prior to removal  

• Waste must be transferred to the designated hazardous waste storage area only  
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• No discharge of asbestos-containing material or contaminated water to drains, 
soil, or general waste streams  

• Wetting procedures must be controlled to prevent release beyond work area  

• Work must not proceed if environmental controls (containment, isolation, wetting) 
cannot be maintained  

• Drop sheets and disposable materials must be treated as contaminated waste 
and disposed of appropriately  

• Prevent spread of contamination beyond the controlled work zone at all times 

10.0 References 
 

This SOP is developed in accordance with the following legislation, standards, and 

internal documents: 

• Ontario Regulation 278/05 – Designated Substance – Asbestos on 

Construction Projects and in Buildings and Repair Operations  

• Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA), R.S.O. 1990  

• Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS 2015)  

• Fleming College Health & Safety Program Procedures  

• Fleming College Asbestos Control Program 

• Hazardous Materials Inventory System (HMIS)  

• Fleming College Emergency Procedures 

• Fleming College Incident Reporting Procedures 

  

 

 

 

 


